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I would remind the White House: By
far, the best way to ensure economic
security for the American people is to
deal directly with the coronavirus
itself. Again, getting a handle on the
crisis and addressing the virus itself is
by far the best way to respond to any
negative effects on our economy.

The administration seems to believe
that the answer to any problem is an-
other tax cut. And no matter what
they say about it when they put it to-
gether, it always seems to benefit the
wealthy and the big and powerful cor-
porations. This is a healthcare crisis; it
demands a healthcare solution.

To borrow an expression: You must
treat the disease, not the symptoms.

Mr. President, do you hear that? You
must treat the disease—the
coronavirus—not the symptom, which
is the result of the coronavirus, which
is the economy.

The President wakes up to a problem
only after it has an effect on Wall
Street, and his solutions are often
aimed, misguidedly, only at calming
the nerves on Wall Street. The real an-
swer in this case is to protect the
American people, focus on their health
and economic security, and com-
petently respond to the public health
crisis at our doorstep.

Speaker PELOSI and I have mentioned
several actions we could take, from
paid sick leave for impacted workers to
unemployment insurance, food and
housing security, and protections
against price gouging. But one thing
the administration must focus on right
now, above all, is fixing the problems
we are having with testing.

The most powerful tool in responding
to a virus is to know precisely where it
is and how it is spreading. Because the
administration took weeks before they
developed an accurate test and because
the administration was slow to ramp
up the number of Americans tested and
is now having trouble turning around
the results of those tests at a fast
enough pace, we are now far behind
where we ought to be in understanding
how far the virus has already spread.

The United States has the best hos-
pitals, doctors, and scientists in the
world. Yet, currently, we are lagging
far behind other countries when it
comes to testing our citizens. We are
behind the United Kingdom, behind
France, behind China, behind Switzer-
land, the Netherlands, Israel, Japan,
and Italy. Every day we read a new
story in the press about Americans
having difficulty getting a test for
coronavirus even though they are dis-
playing symptoms. Our own Health and
Human Services was unable to say how
many Americans have been tested.

It is shocking; it is infuriating. If
other countries can do this, why can’t
we? If other countries do it right, why
can’t we? South Korea, which has far
more prevalent amounts of
coronavirus, is already seeing the num-
ber of new reports go down because
they have done extensive, thorough,
and accurate testing.
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The result here—why we are not
doing as well as other countries is a di-
rect result of the colossal failure of
leadership and planning from this ad-
ministration and this President. One
word describes the Trump administra-
tion’s response to the coronavirus so
far: “Incompetence.”

I know there are hard-working CDC
scientists and experts trying to help
the American people. The political ap-
pointees are the ones who don’t seem
to get it and are putting politics over
the safety and security of the Amer-
ican people. And it goes right to the
top. In the midst of a public health cri-
sis—a serious and dangerous public
health crisis—the President has repeat-
edly pushed unscientific claims about
the coronavirus, the availability of a
vaccine, and given bad advice—bad ad-
vice—to Americans who might have
symptoms.

If the President would just keep
quiet, it would be better than what he
is doing, which is negative. What we
really need is leadership. More than
ever, we need the President to drop the
conspiracy theories, end the
Panglossian optimism, and the unsci-
entific speculation. Now more than
ever, we need President Trump to lead
our government’s response with com-
petence and to be truthful with the
American people. As I said yesterday,
we are all rooting for that, but the
President and his administration must
take a hard look in the mirror, focus
on the problem at hand, not the side ef-
fects, and get to work on fixing them.

——
FOR THE PEOPLE ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
H.R. 1—this past Sunday marked one
year since the House passed H.R. 1, the
For the People Act. This bill takes ur-
gent and long overdue steps to renew
our democracy. It will reverse the cor-
rupting effects of Citizens United. It
will restore protections for voting. And
it will take aim at Washington’s cul-
ture of corruption, which has run
rampant under this administration.

It could not come at a better time.
Every election, we see the sweeping
power of big money. State legislatures
have found new ways to deny Ameri-
cans, often minorities, access to the
ballot. Our adversaries—including the
Russians—work day and night to influ-
ence our elections and sow confusion in
the public sphere. H.R. 1 would force-
fully and directly address each of these
issues. But, like every other bill passed
by the House over the past 2 years, it
has been buried in Leader MCCONNELL’S
legislative graveyard. We must move
it. This bill is about making our de-
mocracy work and giving American
citizens some faith in the future.

Republicans, rather than working
with Democrats to strengthen our de-
mocracy, have stood in the way. They
have blocked election security legisla-
tion and sanctions to deter foreign ad-
versaries from trying to interfere in
our democracy. They have enabled
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President Trump’s assault on the sepa-
ration of powers through their silence
on the President’s many abuses of
power. Even today, the Republicans are
putting forward a nominee for the Fed-
eral Election Commission who ex-
pressed doubts regarding the benefits
of even the most reasonable restric-
tions on campaign spending, including
disclosure.

When H.R. 1 first passed the House,
Leader MCCONNELL called this bill to
restore voting rights and get money
out of politics a ‘‘terrible proposal”’
and a ‘‘power grab.” If Leader MCcCON-
NELL thinks that getting big money
out of politics is a terrible idea, if he
truly believes making it easier for
Americans to vote is a power grab by
Democrats, then God help the Repub-
lican Party and God help this country.

Democrats will not stop fighting for
this bill, nor will we ever stop fighting
to restore the democratic values that
have guided our Nation for 2% cen-
turies. In the United States, each per-
son’s vote should have the same weight
as everyone else’s. That is a hallmark
of our democracy. A fair and free elec-
tion is the wellspring of our democ-
racy. It is what Americans have died
for in the battlefields around the
world, what civil rights activists have
marched for across the bridges and the
generations. And though the Repub-
lican leader has been adamant in his
opposition to this legislation, the
American people, thank God, will have
a chance this November to elect a new
Senate that will move this country in
a dramatically different direction.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ADVANCED GEOTHERMAL INNOVA-
TION LEADERSHIP ACT OF 2019—
Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2657, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
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